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At  last year’s Congress the authors presented the design overview of the joint NASA/ 
CNES Mars Sample Return (MSR) Project then  about  one year into  its development. A 
major restructuring of the NASA Mars Surveyor Program resulted from  the  loss of the 
Mars ’98 Climate Orbiter and Polar Lander missions. This restructuring has resulted in 
major development rescheduling for MSR, which is the central objective of the Program. 
This Paper will provide an overview of the new architecture for the joint MSR Project 
and will also describe major design evolution in the flight elements over the past year. 


